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UNCLAS DAMASCUS 0062 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY 

SUBJECT: SYRIA MEDIA SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 4 

1 . SUMMARY: PRESS LED WITH STORIES ON LEBANON AND 
EGYPTIAN-SYRIAN CONTACTS. AL-BAATH HEADLINED: "RESO- 
LUTION ON COLLECTION HEAVY ARMS TO BE IMPLEMENTED 
WITHIN SEVERAL DAYS" AND CALL BY LEBANESE PRIMIN HUSS 
THAT LEBANON IS COLLECTIVE ARAB PROBLEM. TISHRIIN 
BANNERED: "CONTACTS BETWEEN SYRIA AND EGYPT TO CONFRONT 
THE COMING STAGE.” PRESS REPORTED KHALID FAHUM ANNOUNCE- 
MENT THAT PALESTINIAN CENTRAL COUNCIL WILL MEET IN DAMASCUS 
AND CALL BY KHALID AL-HASAN FOR JOINT ARAB COMMAND INCLUDING 
PLO. EDITORIALS STRONGLY ATTACKED INAUGURATION OIL 
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PIPELINE FOR TRANSIT IRAQI CRUDE ACROSS TRUKEY AND 
CALLED ON U.S., TO USE ITS INFLUENCE FOR JUST PEACE OR 
FACE ALL-OUT CONFRONTATION WITH ARABS. END SUMMARY. 

2. LEBANON: SYRIAN MEDIA GAVE PROMINENCE TO LEBANESE 
EVENTS. UNNAMED SOURCES QUOTED AS PREDICTING FIRST WEEK 
OF NEW YEAR WILL WITNESS PROGRESS ON NUMBER OF ISSUES 
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INCLUDING POLITICAL, SECURITY, AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

SAME "SOURCES" STATED HEAVY WEAPONS COLLECTION WILL BE 
IMPLEMENTED THIS WEEK. ARTICLE ALSO REPORTED HUSS CALL 
FOR SOUTH LEBANON TO BE CONSIDERED COLLECTIVE ARAB 
PROBLEM SINCE LEBANON INCAPABLE DEALING WITH IT ALONE. 

SOUTH LEBANON CALLED SOCIAL AND SECURITY PROBLEM, SOLUTION 
OF WHICH SUBJECT TO DISCUSSION WITH ALL ARAB HEADS OF 
STATE. SYRIAN MEDIA ALSO ANNOUNCED IMPLEMENTATION OF 
PRESS CENSORSHIP DECREES AND STATED CLOSED NEWSPAPERS 
AND MAGAZINES WILL NOW BE PERMITTED TO REOPEN (NEVER 
MENTIONING WHO CLOSED THEM). PUBLICATIONS LISTED AS 
REOPENING INCLUDE AL-NAHAR, AL-SAFIR, AL-MUHARRIR, BEIRUT, 
L'ORIENT-LE JOUR, AND WEEKLY AL-BUSTUR. ARTICLE ALSO 
LISTED CONSTRAINTS UNDER WHICH LEBANESE PRESS WILL OPERATE 
AND CITED AL-ANWAR ARTICLE AS SAYING PERIOD OF CENSOR 
SHIP IS FOR SIX MONTHS UNLESS RENEWED. 

3. PLO MATTERS: PNC AND PLO CENTRAL COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
KHALID FAHUM QUOTED BY SANA THAT CENTRAL COUNCIL WILL 
MEET JANUARY 1 1 IN DAMASCUS TO DISCUSS CONDITIONS 

IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, NEW DEVELOPMENTS ACTING ON 
PALESTINIAN CAUSE, AND CREATION OF PALESTINIAN UNITY. 

FAHUM SAID MEETING WILL CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS OF 
PREPARATORY COMMITTEE RE EXPANSION PALESTINIAN NATIONAL 
COUNCIL. SANA COMMENTED IT UNDERSTANDS NUMBER TO BE 
RAISED FROM PRESENT 185 TO BETWEEN 300 AND 350. KHALID 
AL-HASAN STATEMENTS IN KUWAIT CARRIED ON FRONT PAGE. 

HASAN QUOTED AS SAYING MOST IMPORTANT ISSUE CONFRONTING 
PLO IS ESTABLISHMENT OF JOINT POLITICAL COMMAND AMONG 
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SYRIA, EGYPT, JORDAN, AND PLO IN ACCORD WITH 1974 RABAT 
SUMMIT RESOLUTIONS ON NEED FOR SUCH COORDINATION. HOWEVER, 
HASAN ALSO NOTED THAT PALESTINIAN PEOPLE THEMSELVES MUST 
DECIDE ON FORMING CONFEDERATION WITH ANY STATE. 

4. SYRO-EGYPTIAN UNITY: AL-THAWRA LED WITH STORY ON 
CURRENT CONTACTS BETWEEN SYRIAN AND EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS TO 
COORDINATE DELICATE "COMING PHASE" FOLLOWING RECENT ASAD- 
SADAT MEETINGS. TALKS REPORTEDLY AIMED AT PREPARING ARAB 
STAND AT GENEVA MEPC. ARTICLE REPORTED SUCH TALKS MAY 
LEAD TO MEETINGS OF COUNTRIES' FONMINS. NEWEST EXPRESSION 

OF SUPPORT FOR UNITY AGREEMENTS COMES FROM SOCIALIST UNIONIST 
PARTY AND NASSERITE ARAB SOCIALIST UNION, BOTH OF WHICH 
BELONG TO SYRIA'S PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL FRONT. (THIS 
LEAVES COMMUNISTS AND ARAB SOCIALISTS STILL UNHEARD FROM 
AMONG PNF MEMBERS.) 

5. IRAQI GOVERNMENT: CURSORY STATEMENT ANNOUNCED THAT 
"IRAQI FASCIST TRIBAL REGIME" YESTERDAY INAUGURATED 
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OIL PIPELINE FROM KIRKUK TO MEDITERRANEAN VIA TURKEY. 
EDITORIAL PAINFULLY ASKED "WHY HAS IRAQI REGIME WITHHELD 
FROM SYRIAN PEOPLE ANNUAL BENEFITS ESTIMATED AT APPROXI- 
MATELY 600 MILLION POUNDS..." EDITORIAL ACCUSED BAGHDAD 
OF ATTEMPTING EMBARRASS SYRIA AND WEAKEN HER POLITICALLY, 
ECONOMICALLY AND MILITARILY. EDITORIAL POINTED OUT PIPE- 
LINES ACROSS SYRIA HAVE DOUBLE THE CAPACITY OF NEW PIPE- 
LINES AND FEIGNED AMAZEMENT AT IRAQI ACTIONS SINCE "STATES 
ARE NEIGHBORS LINKED BY GOOD TIES" (PRESUMABLY HISTORICAL). 
IRAQ ACCUSED OF FINANCING SABOTAGE AGAINST SYRIA AND 
RUNNING ANTI-SYRIAN PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGN THROUGHOUT WORLD. 
EDITORIAL EXPRESSED USUAL FAITH THAT IRAQI PEOPLE "WILL 
NOT FORGIVE TIKRITIS." 

6. U.S. ROLE IN AREA: ANOTHER EDITORIAL CALLED UPON 
U.S. TO EITHER USE ITS INFLUENCE TO ACHIEVE JUST SOLUTION 
OR TO PLUNGE INTO FULL CONFRONTATION WITH ARABS. STATUS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 DAMASC 00062 041701Z 

QUO DECLARED INTOLERABLE AND ARTICLE WARNED CARTER ADMINI 
STRATION THAT THERE WAS NO JUSTIFICATION FOR DELAYING 
ACTION. 

MURPHY 
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